Parkinsonism associated with acute intracranial hematomas: an [18F]dopa positron-emission tomography study.
We present the case of a 36-year-old woman with a right temporal hematoma and an overlying subdural hematoma following rupture of a right middle cerebral artery aneurysm. Three weeks after recovering consciousness, she developed a levodopa-responsive parkinsonian syndrome involving the right limbs. A year after the vascular event, she reported subjective improvement in her parkinsonism, which has remained stable since. 18F-dopa positron-emission tomography showed a marked reduction of uptake in the left putamen, raising the possibility that the intracranial hemorrhage unmasked latent Parkinson's disease. To the best of our knowledge, this is the first case of parkinsonism associated with spontaneous acute intracerebral and subdural hematomas.